
APPENDIX 1 
 

CARLISLE HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORT WORKING GROUP 
 

Minutes of a Virtual Meeting of the Carlisle Highways and Transport Working Group 
held on Wednesday, 10 February 2021 at 10.00 am. 
 
 

PRESENT: 
 

Mr R Watson (Chair) 
 

Mr J Bell 
Mr RW Betton 
Mr N Christian 
Dr S Haraldsen 
 

Mr S Higgs 
Mrs V Tarbitt 
Mr C Weber 
 

Also in Attendance:- 
 
Mr P Allan - Senior Manager - Highways and Traffic 
Mr K Crawley - Traffic Management Team Leader (East) 
Mrs L Harker - Senior Democratic Services Officer 
Ms A Hutson - Local Area Highways Network Manager - Carlisle 
Mr K Melville - Area Highways and Transport Manager 
Mr G Scott - Workstream Project Manager 
 
 
25 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
There were no apologies for absence on this occasion. 
 
 
26 MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the meeting of the Working Group held on 9 December 2020 were 
confirmed as circulated. 
 
 
27 THE CITY COUNCIL OF CARLISLE PUBLIC SPACES PROTECTION 

ORDER (NO 2) 2021 - GATING OF REAR LANES IN CARLISLE 
 
Members received a report from the Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure which provided information regarding the gating of rear lanes in 
Carlisle.   
 
Officers explained that following the introduction of a Public Space Protection Order 
(PSPO) for alley gates on several lanes around the City of Carlisle there was now a 
requirement for them to be reviewed and Carlisle City Council (City Council) was 
currently consulting on the effectiveness of the existing PSPO restrictions. 
 



The Working Group was informed that the City Council, subject to the outcome of 
the consultation, was proposing to maintain the existing/current measures for three 
more years with the introduction of a new PSPO.  
 
Members noted it was proposed that a new PSPO would come into effect on 
22 March 2021 and would last for a further period of three years, ending in 
March 2024. 
 
The Working Group highlighted that the consultation had not concluded and it was, 
therefore, agreed that the Area Highways Network Manager would be made aware 
of any adverse comments and make the information available at the next meeting of 
Carlisle Local Committee. 
 
During the course of discussion the Chair raised his concerns regarding the 
disrepair and vandalism of a number of alley gates.  The Carlisle City Council 
Engineer advised that any matters be directed to their Neighbourhood Team for 
further investigation. 
 
RECOMMENDED, that Carlisle Local Committee provide a positive response to the 

City Council supporting the proposed PSPO subject to the 
outcome of the consultation (attached as Appendix 2 to the 
report). 

 
 
28 WINTER SERVICE REPORT 
 
Members considered a report from the Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure following a meeting of Carlisle Local Committee in January 2021 
where the Leader of the Council had drawn attention to requests from constituents 
during the winter months for the provision of grit boxes in local areas and had, 
therefore, asked the Working Group to consider this as a matter of urgency. 
 
The report detailed an update on the Winter Service, details of the Winter Service 
Review 2021-2026 and a summary of the provision of Grit Heaps and Grit Bins. 
 
The Carlisle City Council Engineer informed the Working Group that part of their 
Winter Maintenance Plan included the gritting of all their car parks, pedestrianised 
areas, routes to car parks, community shopping areas and areas around a number 
of medical establishments with the aim to keeping all pedestrian routes as clear as 
possible.  Whilst the City Council would welcome a discussion with the County 
Council regarding future gritting arrangements they highlighted that they were not 
the responsible Highway Authority. 
 
The Chair of Carlisle Local Committee raised his concerns regarding the lack of 
information in the report which had been requested by the Leader of the Council.  It 
was, therefore, agreed that a supplementary report would be made available to 
members prior to the next meeting of Carlisle Local Committee in March containing 
the following information:- 
 
 



 cost of grit bins and future maintenance; 

 areas within the Carlisle area which were of particular concern; 

 areas where regular complaints were received; 

 options for additional funding. 
 
Officers agreed to provide the information to members whilst highlighting there 
would be a need for additional resources to provide this service. 
 
During the course of discussion attention was drawn to a similar scheme a number 
of years ago regarding the supply of grit bins and asked that their misuse and 
vandalism be borne in mind when considering this matter. 
 
The local Member for Botcherby raised his concerns regarding the lack of local 
information provided in the documents, lack of gritting of designated bus routes, 
requested further information from Carlisle City Council regarding their gritting of 
green space areas and made reference to a schedule outlining the location of grit 
bins in Carlisle and asked that this be made available to him.  The City Engineer 
agreed to provide the local Member for Botcherby with a copy of Carlisle City 
Council’s Winter Maintenance Plan. 
 
A discussion took place regarding the gritting of bus routes and whilst officers 
acknowledged the difficulties encountered during inclement weather informed 
members that the current funding and resources available only allowed for main 
routes to be treated. 
 
The local Member for Yewdale asked for assurances that mechanisms were in 
place to ensure gritting was being carried out correctly.  Officers assured the 
Working Group that fully trained and qualified operatives undertook the role which 
was monitored using telemetry information.   
 
 
29 2020/21 HIGHWAYS BUDGET/PROGRAMME PROGRESS REPORT 
 
The Working Group considered a report from the Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure which detailed the Highways Revenue, Devolved Capital and Non-
Devolved Capital budget finance reports, combined with the Highways Programme 
progress information. 
 
A discussion took place regarding schemes which had been identified as at risk of 
slippage.  Officers confirmed that budgets which had been allocated for individual 
schemes in the current financial year would be retained and the work would be 
referred to the next financial year if necessary. 
 
The local Member for Harraby North asked that a breakdown of information 
regarding footpath schemes in individual member divisions be circulated to all 
members of the Working Group. 
 
 
 
 



RECOMMENDED, that Local Committee note the following:- 
 
 (1) the revenue and capital budget allocations for 2020/21 

and the commitments and expenditure (as detailed in 
appendices 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 of the report); 

 
 (2) the Programme progress information (as shown in 

appendices 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5) of the report; 
 
 (3) the Highways Revenue budget has been split for use 

against various budget headings (as detailed at 
Appendix 1 of the report); 

 
 (4) the devolved Capital and Additional devolved Capital 

budgets have been split for use against various budget 
headings (as set out in appendices 2 and 4 of the 
report); 

 
 (5) the following schemes at the writing of the report are 

identified as ‘at risk’ of slipping or have already slipped 
(as referred to in the appropriate appendix attached to 
the report):- 

 
  Devolved Capital Budget (Appendix 2) 
  Cumrew 
  Cambeck Hill 
 
  Non-Devolved Capital Budget (Appendix 3) 
  Embankment next to Faulds Bridge 
  Warwick Road 
 
  Devolved Capital Additional Budget (Appendix 4) 
  Oakshaw Hill & Laws Hall, Easton 
  Friar Waingate Bridge 
  Chesterholme 
  Madam Banks Road, Dalston 
  Lansdowne Crescent 
  Wetheral – Jennet Croft and Croft Park 
  Horse Home Farm, Gilsland 
  Houghton (drainage) 
 
  Non-Devolved Capital Budget (Appendix 5) 
  Eden Bridge Footways  
  Wreay School Drainage. 
 
 (6) the significant additional budget allocation (Challenge 

Fund), Covid_19 response and the ongoing winter 
season has created delivery challenges.  The Authority 
is working to deliver as much of the planned works as 
possible within the financial year. 



 
 
30 DRAFT DEVOLVED HIGHWAYS CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2021/22 
 
Members considered a report by the Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure which sought a recommendation from the Highways and Transport 
Working Group that the Local Committee agree the Draft Devolved Highways 
Capital Budget allocations for 2021/2022. 
 
A discussion took place regarding the Programme and a member asked how this 
linked in with the Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Strategy.  Officers 
explained that additional funding was still awaited and a further report would be 
made available to a future meeting if necessary. 
 
The local Member for Yewdale raised the issue regarding slippage of schemes.  He 
drew attention to the number of proposed small schemes in his Division and asked if 
it was possible to consider them altogether in a more co-ordinated way to avoid 
slippage.   
 
The local Member for Botcherby drew attention to the deterioration of the highway 
on Victoria Road/Wood Street and raised his concerns and disappointment that this 
was scheduled for 2022/23 and asked officers to look into this matter.  He then 
raised a concern regarding the lack of inclusion of a section of Durranhill Road in 
the Programme and asked for this to be investigated further. 
 
The Local Area Highways Network Manager explained that the schemes on the 
Programme were the result of condition surveys but agreed to discuss the concerns 
raised direct with the local Member. 
 
The Chair of the Local Committee, whilst acknowledging the issues raised regarding 
slippage, asked that the proposed Programme remain as it was unless there were 
valid reasons for this to be amended. 
 
RECOMMENDED, that  
 
 (1) the proposed budget allocations be noted; 
 
 (2) the Local Committee agree and keep under review the 

Highways Draft Capital budget allocations for 
2021/2022 (as detailed in Appendix 1 of the report) 
subject to confirmation of the budget allocation by the 
County Council in February 2021; 

 
 (3) the proposed schemes be noted and the proposed 

schemes being delivered under the proposed budget 
allocations (as set out in Appendix 2 to the report) 
subject to confirmation of the budget allocation by 
Cabinet in February 2021 be noted. 

 
 



31 DRAFT CARLISLE HIGHWAYS REVENUE BUDGET 2021/22 
 
The Working Group considered a report by the Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure which set out the Draft 2021/2022 Highway Maintenance Revenue 
budget for the Carlisle Local Committee. 
 
Members were informed that the draft 2021/2022 Highways Revenue budget 
allocation to the Carlisle Local Committee was expected to be £1,366,694.  It was 
explained this was the same as the 2014/15, 2015/16, 2016/17, 2017/18, 2018/19, 
2019/20 and the 2020/21 allocation. 
 
During the course of discussion officers confirmed that verge maintenance included 
three weed sprays per year. 
 
The local Member for Longtown raised a concern regarding maintenance of verges 
in her Division by local landowners and the Local Area Highways Network Manager 
agreed to contact the Member direct. 
 
RECOMMENDED, that the Local Committee agree and keep under review the 

Draft 2021/2022 Devolved Highways Revenue Maintenance 
budget allocations for 2021/2022 (as detailed in Appendix 1 of 
the report). 

 
 
32 REVIEW OF FORWARD PLAN 
 
The Forward Plan was noted.  It was agreed that:- 
 
(1) the ‘7.5 Tonne Weight Restriction at Sunnythwaite Bridge near Longtown’ be 

removed from the Plan. 
 
(2) the ‘2020/21 Speed Limits Review’ be moved to the meeting of the Highways 

and Transport Working Group in June 2021. 
 
 
33 FLOOD AND DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT UPDATE' AND PLANNING 

APPLICATION PROCEDURE 
 
The Working Group received Flood and Development Update which outlined the 
current major applications being dealt with across Carlisle since April 2020 together 
with details of S106 funding. 
 
Members welcomed the comprehensive Draft Planning Application Procedure but 
drew attention to the lack of concerns in the document which had previously been 
raised by the Local Committee.   
 
The Working Group had previously highlighted to the Executive Director – Economy 
and Infrastructure, Assistant Director and other officers the importance of local 
members having sight of the draft response of officers with regards to planning 
applications to allow them to comment on this prior to it being submitted for 



consideration by the Planning Committee.  Members emphasised the need for 
officers and elected members to work together in the interests of the community and 
asked that this be included in the Procedure.   
 
The Manager of Flood and Development Manager was unable to attend the meeting 
to discuss this matter, therefore, it was agreed this be considered direct with 
members outside the Working Group as soon as possible. 
 
During the course of discussion the local Member for Morton raised his concerns 
about the lack of communication regarding a development in his Division and it was 
agreed the Development Manager Officer would investigate this matter and report 
back direct. 
 
 
34 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
It was noted that the next meeting of the Working Group would take place virtually 
on Tuesday 6 April 2021 at 10.00 am. 
 
 
 

The meeting ended at 11.50 am 
 


